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Introduction to the Guided Choices Curriculum  

Our pupils entering Year 10 are starting out on perhaps the most important part of their school career 

so far.  At TKA we make it our aim to provide each individual pupil with the support they need to 

make the GCSE choices that are right for them.   

 

This can be an anxious time for families, as it marks the first point at which pupils will be setting out in 

different directions to their peers. It may not seem long ago that your children were starting TKA as 

History Makers, and indeed, the next phase of their education, Key Stage 4 will also fly by.  Key Stage 

4 (KS4) spans Years 10 and 11, and all courses will follow the latest National Curriculum changes, in 

the form of the ‘new’ GCSEs which will be graded 1-9. Pupils and Parents will already be very familiar 

with these grades rather than the historic letter grades, as our Key Stage 3 assessment systems and 

Flight Paths mirror these. 

 
Outcomes from the end of KS4 will form the stepping stones to Key Stage 5, where we anticipate 
most pupils will study A-levels, with some taking BTEC qualifications instead of, or alongside A-levels, 
either at TKA or in partnership with Kingston College. Other pupils may go on to study for technical 
qualifications or begin apprenticeships. To ensure that pupils achieve their full potential and are 
prepared for life and work beyond TKA, careful choices need to be made now. 
 
We very much hope that our Year 9 pupils are looking forward to the fresh challenge that the GCSE 
curriculum will offer them. 
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Choosing Your Subjects 

 
It is important for our pupils to opt for a set of GCSEs that interests them, that reflects their strengths 
and that provides them with a breadth of knowledge. 
 
Do choose a subject if: 

 You enjoy it; 
 You are successful at it; 
 The subject may help you to achieve your higher education and/or career plans. 

 
Do not choose a subject if: 

 You consider the subject an ‘easy’ option - all GCSE courses have a similar level of difficulty; 
 You want to do it because your friend is choosing it. He or she may have different strengths 

and career aspirations to you, and they may end up in a different teaching group to you; 
 You like your current teacher. It is quite possible that you may have a different teacher next 

year. 

 

Some pupils will already have a firm idea of future careers that they might be interested in. Our 
careers education, information, advice and guidance (CEIAG) began in Year 8, and there will be 
frequent opportunities and events taking place across all subjects.   
 
Many future careers are unaffected by GCSE choices, but applicants to Law degrees do need to have 
English Language, Literature or History A-levels, so studying History at GCSE would provide more 
flexibility for A-level choices.  
 
When looking ahead to consider A-level choices, it is worth noting that some subjects are called 
‘facilitating subjects’. This means that they are subjects that are more frequently required for entry to 
University courses, so choosing these subjects provides pupils with a greater range of degree courses 
to choose from. These subjects include Sciences, English, Maths, Geography, History and Languages. 
It is also worth noting that subjects such as Business Studies, Economics, Media Studies and 
Psychology can be taken at A-level without having been studied at GCSE. 
 
At The Kingston Academy, pupils are fortunate to be surrounded by teachers who all want to help 
them make the right choice, so please do involve us in your decision and do not hesitate to ask if 
unsure about the A Level, degree or career implications of your decisions. 
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Green and Blue Curriculum Pathways  

An excellent programme of learning focuses not only on the academic study of traditional GCSE 
subjects but also on providing rich and varied opportunities to develop fulfilled, well-rounded 
citizens. At TKA we refer to these two key aspects of our curriculum as the Green Curriculum and Blue 
Curriculum.   

 

Green Curriculum 

The Green Curriculum consists of the traditional GCSE subjects which pupils study in order to prepare 
for the next stages of their academic learning. This forms the great majority of a pupil’s timetable and 
includes both core (compulsory) and optional GCSE subjects. Careful thought and consultation has 
gone into our offer to ensure that pupils study a broad and balanced range of subjects to develop key 
skills and keep their options open for their futures. 

Pupils will study either 9 or 10 GCSE subjects in total (depending on whether they take separate 
science GCSEs or the combined science award, counting for 2 GCSEs).   

Core Green Subjects - Compulsory 

Subject Lessons per week GCSEs Number of GCSEs 

Mathematics 5 Mathematics 1 

English 5 English Literature 
English Language 

2 

Science 6 Most pupils: Separate GCSEs in 
Biology, Chemistry, Physics 
Some pupils: Combined Science 
award ‘Trilogy’ counts as 2 
GCSEs 

3 

0r 

2 

Spanish 3 Spanish 1 
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Green Subject Options – Your choices 

Pupils will then be asked to choose 1 of: 

 
Geography History Computer Science 

 
And choose 2 of the following subjects: 
 

Geography Computer 
Science 

Design & 
Technology 

Music Drama 

History Art Engineering Music Tech 
(BTEC) 

Physical 
Education 

Religious 
Studies 

Media Studies    

We strongly recommend that pupils choose at least one humanities subject (either history, geography 

or religious studies) to allow for the development of strong essay writing skills. 

 

Overview of TKA GCSEs 

Blue Curriculum 

The Blue Curriculum refers to all other qualifications and learning experiences which complement, 
enhance and support traditional GCSE study. Examples include stretching qualifications such the 
Higher Project Qualification delivered during Going Beyond or Level 2 Certificate in Further 
Mathematics to push the highest-attaining pupils beyond the GCSE specification. Some pupils may 
study for alternative qualifications to GCSE such as Music Technology BTEC or the ASDAN Certificate 
of Personal Effectiveness.  Every pupil at TKA follows a curriculum pathway which consists of a 
unique, personalised combination of Green and Blue elements.  

 

 



 
The Kingston Academy Guided Choices – GCSEs and the Curriculum for Year 10 & 11 
 

 PAGE 6  

 

 

 

 

 

Green Curriculum 

Core Subjects - Compulsory 



 
The Kingston Academy Guided Choices – GCSEs and the Curriculum for Year 10 & 11 
 

 PAGE 7  

  

 

  



 
The Kingston Academy Guided Choices – GCSEs and the Curriculum for Year 10 & 11 
 

 PAGE 8  

What are the benefits of studying Mathematics? 
 
Mathematics is a creative and highly inter-connected discipline that has been 
developed over centuries, providing the solution to some of history’s most 
intriguing problems. It is essential to everyday life, critical to science, technology 
and engineering, and necessary for financial literacy and most forms of 
employment. Studying GCSE Mathematics therefore provides a foundation for 
understanding the world, the ability to reason mathematically, an appreciation 
of the beauty and power of mathematics, and a sense of enjoyment and 
curiosity about the subject. 
 

What will be studied?  
GCSE Mathematics builds upon the content taught at Key Stage 3. 
 

 
Topic Area 

Foundation Tier 
(%) 

Higher Tier 
(%) 

Assessment Objectives (& approximate 
weightings) 

Number 25 15 Across all topics: 
 A01 - Use and apply standard 

techniques (40-50%) 
 A02 - Reason, interpret and 

communicate mathematically (25-
30%) 

 A03 - Solve problems within 
mathematics and in other contexts 
(25-30%) 

Algebra 20 30 

Ratio, Proportion & Rates 
of Change 

25 20 

Geometry & Measures 15 20 

Probability & Statistics 15 15 

 
The decision about the Tier of entry will be made in Year 11. 
 
 

How will pupils be assessed?  
GCSE Mathematics has a Foundation tier (grades 1 – 5) and a Higher tier (grades 4 – 9). Pupils must 
take three question papers at the same tier. All question papers must be taken in the same series. 
The information in the table below is the same for both Foundation and Higher tiers. 
 

Paper title Overall 
Weighting 

Mode of 
assessment 

Length of assessment 

Paper 1: 
Non-

calculator 

Any part of the specification may 
be assessed. A mix of question 
styles, from short, single-mark 

questions to multi-step problems. 
The mathematical demand 

increases as a pupil progresses 
through the paper. 

33 ⅓ % Written 
examination 

90 minutes 

Paper 2: 
Calculator 

33 ⅓ % Written 
examination 

90 minutes 

Paper 3: 
Calculator 

33 ⅓ % Written 
examination 

90 minutes 

 
For more information please contact: Gabby Veglio, gveglio@thekingstonacademy.org  

Maths 
 
Exam board: AQA 
Syllabus code: 
8300  

 

mailto:gveglio@thekingstonacademy.org
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What are the benefits of studying Science? 
 
All pupils will study Science to help them gain the knowledge and 
understanding to enable them to engage as informed citizens with the 
world around them. 
 
Pupils have started learning the GCSE Science course at the beginning of 
the Spring term in Year 9, providing the opportunity for some of the GCSE 
content to be covered before a decision is made between GCSE Trilogy 
(combined Science), or GCSE Separate Sciences in Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics. This decision will be made before the start of Year 10, and will be 
made with the involvement of pupils, parents and staff. 
 

GCSE Trilogy (combined Science = 2 GCSEs) 
 
Pupils will gain 2 GCSEs overall by study Biology, Chemistry and Physics topics. They will have 2 
assessments for each of the subject areas: 
 

 
 

GCSE Separate Sciences in Biology, Chemistry and Physics (3 GCSEs) 
 
Pupils will gain 3 GCSEs, one in each of Biology, Chemistry and Physics, as they will cover a larger 
volume of more challenging content. 
 

 
For more information please contact:  Dan Kemp, dkemp@thekingstonacademy.org 

Assessment / paper 
title 

Overall 
Weighting 

Mode of assessment Length of 
assessment 

6 Papers will be 
taken: 
2 Biology 
2 Chemistry 
2 Physics 

Each paper: 
16.7% 

Written exams:  
Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer 
and open response.  
70 marks 

Each paper: 
1h 15m 

Assessment / 
paper title 

Overall 
Weighting 

Mode of assessment Length of 
assessment 

Biology 2 papers  
50% each 

Written exams:  
Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer 
and open response. 100 marks each paper. 

Each paper:  
1h 45m 

Chemistry 2 papers  
50% each 

Written exams:  
Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer 
and open response. 100 marks each paper. 

Each paper:  
1h 45m 

Physics 2 papers  
50% each 

Written exams:  
Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer 
and open response. 100 marks each paper. 

Each paper:  
1h 45m 

Science 
 
Exam board: AQA 
 
Syllabus codes: 
8464 – Trilogy 
 
8461 - Biology 
8462 – Chemistry 
8463 – Physics  

mailto:dkemp@thekingstonacademy.or
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What are the benefits of studying English?  
 

Studying English is vital to develop the foundations of good reading and writing 
to progress into further education and employment. The great majority of 
employers, colleges and universities will require you to have at least a good pass 
at English GCSE. Furthermore, it will be of specific use if you are interested in 
doing English Literature, Drama, Media Studies or any humanities subject at A-
Level.  
 
You will be introduced to a stimulating range of literary texts including Shakespeare and a wide range 
of poetry.   Most importantly through developing a greater understanding of language and literature 
pupils will be enriched as human beings! 
 

What will be studied?  
 
You will study two compulsory English GCSEs: 
 
GCSE English Language - reading (unseen fiction analysis, unseen non-fiction analysis) and writing 
(descriptive writing, persuasive writing). 
 
GCSE English Literature - a range of literary texts including: a 19th century novel, a Shakespeare play, 
an anthology of poetry, and a modern prose text. 

 

How will pupils be assessed?  

GCSE Assessment / paper title Overall 
Weighting 

Mode of 
assessment 

Length of 
assessment 

English 
Language 

Paper 1 (fiction) 50% Exam 1hr45 

Paper 2 (non-fiction) 50% Exam 1hr45 

English 
Literature 

Paper 1 (Shakespeare and 19th 
century texts) 

40% Exam 1hr45 

Paper 2 (Poetry and modern texts) 60% Exam 2hr15 

 

 
For more information please contact:  Mr Jamie Bell, jbell@thekingstonacademy.org 

 

  

English 

 
Exam board: AQA 
Syllabus code: 
8700/8702 

 

mailto:jbell@thekingstonacademy.org


 
The Kingston Academy Guided Choices – GCSEs and the Curriculum for Year 10 & 11 
 

 PAGE 11  

What are the benefits of studying Spanish? 
 
As the second most widely spoken native language in the world, Spanish 
can open up a range of exciting social, career and travel opportunities. 
Being able to communicate in a foreign language is not only rewarding but, 
in an increasingly globalised world, it plays a pivotal role in breaking down 
cultural barriers, developing strong personal or business relationships and 
gaining a fascinating insight into another culture. Study of a foreign 
language also develops memory capacity, the ability to think flexibly and 
problem solve, all of which are important transferable skills.   
 

What will be studied?  
 
The content of the GCSE course builds on what has already been learnt at KS3 and is structured across 
five main themes: identity & culture; local area, holiday, travel; school; future aspirations, study and 
work; international and global issues.   
 

How will pupils be assessed?  
 
Each paper is available at Foundation tier (grades 1-5) or Higher tier (grades 4-9). Pupils must be 
entered for the same tier across all papers. 
 

Assessment / 
paper title 

Overall 
Weighting 

Mode of assessment Length of 
assessment 

Reading 25% Mixture of multiple choice and short answers as well as 
translation of a short passage from Spanish into English. 

F: 45 mins 
H: 1hr 

Listening 25% Mixture of multiple choice and short answers. F: 35 mins 
H: 45 mins 

Writing 25%  Structured task (90 words) 
 Open-ended task (150 words) 
 Translation from English into Spanish (min 50 

words) 

F: 1hr 10 
H: 1hr 20 

Speaking 25%  Photo card 
 Role play 
 Conversation 

F: 7-9 mins 
H: 10-12  
+ 12 mins 
preparation 

 
 
 
For more information please contact: Ms Lauren Pavitt, lpavitt@thekingstonacademy.org 

 

 

Spanish 
 
Exam board: 
Edexcel 
Syllabus code: 
1SP0 
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What are the benefits of studying Art & Design? 
 
If you are a creative person who enjoys making, designing and original thought, Art 
can bring great enjoyment and opportunity. Here are four main benefits: 

 Enjoyment: This is an important reason for choosing a subject; passion is the 
key to success. 

 Creative outlet: You may crave this if you are a practical person who enjoys 
designing and making; a practical subject can balance academic study. 

 Developing skills: You will learn and develop transferable skills to further your 
creative self; fine motor skills and creative problem solving. 

 Discipline: Studying Art requires consistent effort and commitment. This is 
an important life skill and something you must be prepared for if you choose 
Art. 

 Opportunity: Art and Design leads to an exciting range of career possibilities; from Architecture 
to Web Design. 

 

What will be studied?  
 
Fine Art involves the exploration of an idea; conveying an experience; responding to a theme or issue 
of personal significance. You will work in one or more of the following media: Drawing, Painting, 
Sculpture, Installation, Photography and the moving image, Printmaking, Mixed media and Land Art. 

How will pupils be assessed?  
 
There are 2 components which all pupils must complete: 

1. Portfolio: e.g. sketchbooks, large pieces mounted on board, written annotations 
2. Externally set assignment: a sustained project responding to one theme chosen from a list of 

seven externally set titles 

Assessment / paper title Overall 
Weighting 

Mode of assessment Length of 
assessment 

Component 1: 
Portfolio 
Including a sustained project evidencing the 
journey from initial engagement to the 
realisation of intentions and a selection of 
further work undertaken during the pupil’s 
course of study. 

60% Non-exam assessment set and 
marked by the school and 
moderated by AQA during a visit. 
Moderation will normally take place 
in June. 

No time limit 
(Y10 and term 
1 of Y11.) 

Component 2: 
Externally set assignment 
Pupils respond to their chosen starting 
point  from an externally set assignment 
paper relating to their subject title. 

40% Non-exam assessment set by AQA; 
marked by the school and 
moderated by AQA during a visit. 
Moderation will normally take place 
in June. 

Preparatory 
period (Spring-
Summer Term 
Year 11), plus 
10 hours 
supervised 

 
For more information please contact:  Ms Anna Linch, Art Lead, alinch@thekingstonacademy.org 

Art & 

Design  
(Fine Art) 
 

Exam Board: AQA 

Syllabus code: 

8202 
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What are the benefits of studying Computer Science? 
 
Computers and computer technology are absolutely integral to the modern way of 
life.  A GCSE in computer science is a well-regarded qualification, enabling pupils to 
unlock the potential of new technologies.   Pupils will develop a range of widely 
respected skills: the ability to demonstrate logical thinking, problem solving and 
problem analysis, technical knowledge, creativity and resilience. This qualification 
could be the first step towards opening up opportunities across many sectors of 
employment as well as the IT industry itself. 
 
 
 

What will be studied?  
 
There are six main topics; problem solving, programming, data, computers, communication and the 
internet.  Pupils will also examine broader technology issues, such as on aspects such as encryption, 
networks, cybersecurity, programming languages, data representation and application development. 
 
 

How will pupils be assessed?  
 

Assessment / paper title Overall 
Weighting 

Mode of assessment Length of 
assessment 

Principles of Computer Science 50% Multiple choice, short answer, 
extended answer 

1 h 40 m 

Application of Computational 
Thinking 

50% Open response questions 2 h 

There is also a programming project that all candidates are required to undertake, but does not 
contribute to the final grade. 
 
 
 
For more information please contact: Mr Richard Smith, rsmith@thekingstonacademy.org 

Computer 
Science 

 
Exam board: 
Edexcel  
Syllabus code: 
601/8058/4 

 

mailto:rsmith@thekingstonacademy.org
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What are the benefits of studying Design & Technology? 

 
Design & Technology is modern and relevant, so pupils can learn about 
contemporary technologies, materials and processes, as well as established 
practices.  The new GCSE places greater emphasis on understanding and applying 
iterative design processes where pupils will use their creativity and imagination to 
design and make prototypes that solve real and relevant problems, considering 
their own and others’ needs, wants and values.  50% of the course grade is based 
upon a pupil’s design and manufacturing skills through the ‘coursework’ element. 
 

What will be studied?  
 
The subject content has been split into three sections as follows: 

 
1. Core technical principles – this covers the core principles in Design & Technology that will allow 
pupils to progress through the course in both the theory and practical elements.  

 
2. Specialist technical principles – this covers technical principles where pupils will go into greater 
depth in a choice of two specific material areas such as polymers (plastics) and timber. Each principle 
will be taught through at least one material category or system.  

 
3. Designing and making principles – this looks at the knowledge required to safely and effectively use 
the tools and equipment within the workshop in order to design and manufacture a quality outcome 
and how this scales up to industrial solutions. 

 

How will pupils be assessed?  
 

Assessment / paper title Overall 
Weighting 

Mode of assessment Length of 
assessment 

Paper 1 50% Written Exam 2 hours 

Non-Exam Assessment 
(Coursework) 

50% Coursework 30-35 
hours 

 
 
For more information please contact: Mr Mark O’Brien, mkobrien@thekingstonacademy.org 
  

Design & 

Technology 
 

Exam Board: AQA 

Syllabus code:8552 
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What are the benefits of studying Drama?  

 
Drama allows you to explore characters, emotions and ideas beyond your own 
experience. It also helps develop analytical, creative, empathetic pupils who are 
able to evaluate and review their own and others work. It is a great opportunity to 
develop practical performance skills in combination with written and verbal 
analysis, as well as a deeper understanding of the technical elements and 
production processes of the theatre industry. Ultimately, drama is a form of artistic 
self-expression, and, through a study of the subject, pupils will expand their 
understanding of themselves and the world around them.    
 

What will be studied? 
 
Pupils studying drama GCSE will explore a variety of drama texts and performances, developing an 
understanding of a range of different practitioners, theories and disciplines. They will be involved in 
creating their own dramatic texts in performance, as well as performing extracts from the set texts. 
They will also have the opportunity to experience and evaluate live drama performances through 
extra-curricular theatre trips.  
 

How will pupils be assessed?  
 

Assessment / paper title Overall 
Weighting 

Mode of assessment Length of 
assessment 

Component 1- Devising 40% Portfolio and performance- assessed 
internally 

on-going 

Component 2- Performance 
from text 

20% Performance- assessed by external 
examiner visit 

dependent 

Component 3- Theatre makers 
in practice 

40% Written Exam 1hr30 

 
 
For more information please contact: Ms Sara Young, syoung@thekingstonacademy.org 

 

 

  

Drama 
 
Exam board: 
Edexcel (Pearson) 
Syllabus code: 
1DR0 

 

mailto:syoung@thekingstonacademy.org
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What are the benefits of studying Engineering? 

 
Engineering is an increasingly innovative and exciting area to work in. It 
affects every aspect of modern life from skyscrapers to smart phones, cars to 
carrier bags.  The new GCSE introduces pupils to a host of new technologies, 
helping them to gain practical skills and understanding to inspire a lifelong 
interest in Engineering. It will particularly appeal to those who enjoy being 
creative, with an affinity for technical drawing, design, maths and problem-
solving.  40% of the course grade is based upon a pupil’s design and 
manufacturing skills through the ‘coursework’ element. 
 

What will be studied?  
 
The subject content is split into six sections.  
o Engineering materials 
o Engineering manufacturing processes 
o Systems 
o Testing & investigation 
o The impact of modern technologies 
o Practical engineering skills 
This subject content will be taught within a range of realistic contexts based around the major themes 
in Engineering. To gain the most knowledge, sections will be taught holistically with practical 
applications and outcomes.  Pupils must also demonstrate mathematical knowledge and 
understanding, in relation to engineering.  
 

 

How will pupils be assessed?  
 

Assessment / paper title Overall 
Weighting 

Mode of assessment Length of 
assessment 

Paper 1 60% Written Exam 2 hours 

Non-Exam Assessment 
(Coursework) 

40% Coursework 30-35 
hours 

 
 
For more information please contact: Mr Mark O’Brien, mkobrien@thekingstonacademy.org 
 

Engineering 
 
 

Exam Board: AQA 

Syllabus code:8852 

mailto:mkobrien@thekingstonacademy.org
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What are the benefits of studying Geography? 

The Geography GCSE combines a wonderful mix of increasing pupils’ understanding 
of the wider world, scientific learning of processes, statistical analysis of data in 
order to prove or disprove theories and allowing pupils to argue their opinions in a 
well-reasoned manner. Most importantly Geography allows pupils to fulfil their 
curiosity about how and why the world is changing; from the physical changes 
along the coast and the impacts of global warming on people and the environment 
to the political instability and impacts of Brexit and how countries and companies 
attempt to outcompete each other economically and in terms of development. 
 

What will be studied? 

 
Geography GCSE combines three major areas of study which are: 

 Human geography: How are urban and rural areas developing, why decisions are being made 
and how people's lives are being impacted by the choices we are making; The growth of cities 
and the problems this can cause people and governments; How transnational corporations 
impact economies, societies and countries and if they are globally positive or negative. 

 Physical geography - Coastal areas; Rivers and flooding; Weather (including extreme weather 
events such as drought and tropical storms); Climate change including the debate on how 
much of an impact humans are having and examining some of the disasters it could 
potentially lead to. 

 Environmental impacts - Ecosystems, the impacts humans are having and how we can 
manage them more sustainably; How humans are impacting water supplies around the world; 
Desertification and the problems it causes. 

 
We also examine how we can address the issues humans are both creating and being faced with so 
that pupils can evaluate what is being done to solve these problems and debate what are the best 
choices in the future. Finally, pupils will look at how to conduct field experiments, including designing 
their own field experiments, justifying their methods, analysing the data and using it to draw 
conclusions on the issues they are studying. 

 

How will pupils be assessed?  
 

Assessment / paper title Overall Weighting Mode of assessment Length of 
assessment 

Investigating Geographical Issues 40% Examination 1hr 45min 

Problem Solving Geography 30% Examination 1hr 30min 

Applied Fieldwork Enquiry 30% Examination 1hr 30min 

 
 
For more information please contact: Mr Neil Collins, ncollins@thekingstonacademy.org  

Geography  
 
Exam board: 
EDUQAS 
(Specification B) 
Syllabus code: 
C112QS 
601/8153/9 

 

mailto:ncollins@thekingstonacademy.org
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What are the benefits of studying History?  
 
History is an exciting and relevant subject where pupils will study a rich and diverse 
history to further develop their understanding of many of the key events that 
shaped Britain and the world.  The course aims to give pupils a deeper 
understanding of how the world today is linked to the past.  Their studies should 
enable them to develop their own opinions, analyse information, develop critical 
thinking skills and empathise with the past.  Pupils will develop their ability to judge 
what is true and whether they can always trust what they see, hear and read.  The 
content of the course is designed to enthuse and encourage pupils to question the 
world in which they live. 
 

What will be studied?  
 
Pupils will study aspects of Medieval, Early Modern and Modern History.  They will study one British 
study on Elizabethan England and one non-British study on Germany between 1919 to 1939.  These 
topics will focus mainly on the evaluation of historical sources and interpretations of the past.   Pupils 
will also investigate a period study on the Development of the USA between 1929 to 2000 and a 
thematic study on Changes in Crime and Punishment in Britain from c.500 to the present day.  These 
topics will focus on key features and concepts of history.  For Crime and Punishment pupils will do a 
specific study on Botany Bay: the settlement of criminals in New South Wales as part of their 
nominated historic site. 
 

How will pupils be assessed?  
Assessment / paper title Overall 

Weighting 
Mode of 
assessment 

Length of 
assessment 

Component 1  
Studies in Depth 
The Elizabethan Age, 1558 -1603 
Germany in Transition, 1919-1939 

50% 

 
 
 
 

Examination 2 hours 
1 hour for 
Elizabethan Age 
1 hour for 
Germany in 
Transition 

Component 2 
Studies in Breadth 
The Development of the USA, 1929 - 2000 
Changes in Crime and Punishment in Britain, 
c. 500 to the present day 

50% Examination 2 hours 
45 minutes for 
USA 
1 hour and 15 
minutes for 
Crime and 
Punishment 

 
 
 
For more information please contact: Ms Gianella Negrotti, gnegrotti@thekingstonacademy.org  

 

 

 

History 
 
Exam board: 
EDUQAS 
Syllabus code: 
601/8239/8  

 

mailto:gnegrotti@thekingstonacademy.org
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What are the benefits of studying Media studies? 
 

The media is all around you; it affects every aspect of our lives and it is important 
to understand how it works and how we interact with it. If you are interested in 
the way the media works and the ideas that underpin its creation and reception 
then you should think about studying Media Studies. Furthermore, Media Studies 
also allows you to create your own media texts in the form of films, music videos, 
advertising campaigns and product branding. Media Studies GCSE also 
complements Media, English, Sociology, and even Psychology at A-level. 

 

What will be studied?  

 
The course will cover: 
• media language  
• media representation  
• media industries  
• media audiences 

 

You will study a range of media texts including: 
• television • film • radio • newspapers • magazines • advertising and marketing • online, social and 
participatory media • video games • music videos 

 

How will pupils be assessed?  
Assessment / paper title Overall Weighting Mode of assessment Length of 

assessment 

Media component one 35% exam 1hr30 

Media component two 35% exam 1hr30 

Media component three 30% Non-exam assessment 
Completed over 
1 term 

 

 

For more information please contact: Mr Jamie Bell, jbell@thekingstonacademy.org 

Media 
Studies 
 
Exam board: AQA 
Syllabus code: 
8572 

 

mailto:jbell@thekingstonacademy.org
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What are the benefits of studying Music? 

 
 A great creative outlet 
 Pupils will develop a wealth of transferable skills whilst studying GCSE 

Music, including problem solving and listening skills.  
 It adds a creative and credible dimension to your educational profile, 

demonstrating you are a flexible learner. 
 
 

What will be studied? 

 
 Pupils will study 8 ‘Set Works’; pieces of music that cover a broad range of musical genres 

from Beethoven to world music fusions. They will develop in depth analysis skills throughout 
the course along with a solid music theory foundation. 

 Music composition and composition for set purposes such as music for film. 
 Music performance; pupils will be given regular performance opportunities to support the 

Unit 1 coursework.  
 
 

How will pupils be assessed?  

Assessment / paper 
title 

Overall 
Weighting 

Mode of assessment Length of assessment 

Component 1: 
Performance 

30% Non-examined assessment 
(Internal assignments) 

Total length of recorded 
coursework must be a minimum 
of 4 minutes.  

Component 2: 
Composition 

30% Non-examined assessment 
(Internal assignments) 

Total length of coursework (both 
compositions) must be a minimum 
of 3 minutes. 

Component 3: 
Appraising 

40% Written examination 1hr 45mins 

 

 
 
 

For more information please contact: Ms Celia Madden, cmadden@thekingstonacademy.org 

  

Music 
GCSE 

 
Exam board: 
Edexcel  
Syllabus code: 
1Mu0 

 

mailto:cmadden@thekingstonacademy.org
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What are the benefits of studying BTEC Music Technology? 

 A great creative outlet 
 Students will develop a wealth of transferable skills whilst studying BTEC 

Music, including problem solving and listening skills.  
 It adds a creative and credible dimension to your educational profile, 

demonstrating you are a flexible learner. 
 The course provides learners with a great springboard into the contemporary 

digital music industry. 
 

 

 

What will be studied?  

 
 You gain a broad knowledge and understanding of the modern music industry.  
 Live sound industry, music promotion and publishing.  
 Musical styles, with particular focus on Music in the 20th Century. 
 How to manage a Commercial Brief e.g. a live concert, event, CD/online product. 

 

 

 

How will pupils be assessed?  

Assessment / paper title Overall 
Weighting 

Mode of assessment Length of 
assessment 

Component 1: Exploring Musical 
Products and Styles 

30% Internally assessed 
(assignments) 

36 Guided Learning 
Hours.  

Component 2: Music Skills 
Development 

30% Internally assessed 
(assignments) 

36 Guided Learning 
Hours  

Component 3: Responding to a 
Commercial Musical Brief 

40% External synoptic 
assessment 

48 Guided Learning 
Hours for each unit 

 

For more information please contact: Ms Celia Madden,  cmadden@thekingstonacademy.org 
 

 

 

 

Music 
Tech BTEC 

 
Exam board: 
Edexcel  
Syllabus code: 
600/6818/8 
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What are the benefits of studying PE? 
 

The PE GCSE provides pupils with a course that is structured to challenge and 
build upon the subject content that they have studied during their time in KS3. 
The theoretical topics that pupils will be studying will help to develop a well-
rounded skill set and aid the progression of the pupil to further studies. The 
current AQA specifications will also teach pupils to evaluate performance and 
suggest plans for improvement.  
 
In order to study GCSE PE pupils must be training and playing for a school team, 
or representing a club in a sport outside of school.  

 

What will be studied?  

Theoretical Content: Applied anatomy and physiology, Movement analysis, Physical training, Use of 
data, Sports psychology, Socio-cultural influence, Health, fitness and well-being 

Practical Content: Practical performance in three different physical activities in the role of 
player/performer (one in a team activity, one in an individual activity and a third in either a team or in 
an individual activity). Analysis and evaluation of performance to bring about improvement in one 
activity. 
 

How will pupils be assessed?  

Assessment / paper 
title 

Overall 
Weighting 

Mode of assessment Length of 
assessment 

Paper 1: The human 
body and movement in 
physical activity and 
sport 

 
30% 

Written exam 1 hour 15 
minutes  

Paper 2: Socio-cultural 
influences and well-
being in physical activity 
and sport 

 
30% 

Written exam 1 hour 15 
minutes  

Practical performance 
and Analysis and 
evaluation of 
performance  

 
40% 

For each three activities, pupils will be assessed in 
skills in progressive drills and in the full context. 
Pupils will be assessed on their analysis and 
evaluation of performance to bring about 
improvement in one activity. 

Continuous  

 

For more information please contact: Ms F Marshall, fmarshall@thekingstonacademy.org  

Physical 
Education 
 
Exam Board: AQA  
Syllabus code: 
8582 
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What are the benefits of studying Religious Studies? 
 

Religious Studies takes a distinctive issues based approach to the study of religious, 
philosophical and ethical studies in the modern world. The course will enable pupils 
to gain knowledge and understanding of two major world religions so they can 

 Develop knowledge and understanding of religions and non-religious 
beliefs, such as atheism and humanism  

 The ability to construct well-argued, well-informed, balanced and 
structured written arguments, demonstrating their depth and breadth of 
understanding of the subject  

 Provide opportunities for learners to engage with questions of belief, value, 
meaning, purpose, truth, and their influence on human life  

 Challenge learners to reflect on and develop their own values, beliefs and attitudes in the 
light of what they have learnt and contributes to  

 Become informed about common and diverse views within traditions in the way beliefs and 
teachings are understood and expressed  

 

What will be studied? 
 

 Component 1 will develop some of the topics studied in Years 7, 8 and 9 through a focus on 
Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern World e.g.  Issues of Relationships, 
Life and Death, Good and Evil and Human Rights.   

 Component 2 is a study of Christianity’s beliefs, teachings and practices.  
 Component 3 will study the beliefs, teachings and practices of another World Religion (Islam). 

 

How will pupils be assessed?  
Assessment / paper title Overall 

Weighting 
Mode of 
assessment 

Length of 
assessment 

Component 1 
Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the 
Modern World 

50% Examination 2 Hours 

Component 2 
Study of Christianity 

25% Examination 1 Hour 

Component 3 
Study of another World Religion (Islam) 

25% Examination 1 Hour 

 
For more information please contact: Mr Simon Virgo, svirgo@thekingstonacademy.org or Ms 
Gianella Negrotti, gnegrotti@thekingstonacademy.org  

 

 

Religious 
Studies 
 
Exam board: 
EDUQAS  (route A) 
Syllabus code: 
601/8879/0 

 

mailto:svirgo@thekingstonacademy.org
mailto:gnegrotti@thekingstonacademy.org
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Blue Curriculum 
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Blue Curriculum - Core Elements 
Physical Education  

All pupils will continue to have a minimum of 1 lesson of Physical Education per week. This is separate 
from and additional to GCSE Physical Education, which is available for pupils to choose as a Green 
Curriculum option. Where possible, Physical Education will also be promoted during some Going 
Beyond sessions.  

 
Going Beyond 

The weekly Going Beyond session offers a wide range of valuable opportunities over the course of 
years 10 and 11. Examples include, but are not limited to: 

 

 Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award - this will build upon the skills acquired for the Bronze Award 
in Year 9. The Silver DofE programme has 4 sections: Volunteering, Physical, Skills and most 
pupils’ highlight, a 3-day Expedition! 

 

 Foundation & Higher Project Qualifications (FPQ and HPQ) - these are stand-alone 
qualifications that help pupils develop broader study skills, offering a route into further 
education and employment. Projects give pupils the freedom and responsibility to select 
topics and projects they are interested in. When completing a project qualification, pupils 
follow a clearly structured process: they plan, research their topic and create a product. The 
product of their project can be in one of three formats:  

o a research-based written report,  
o a production (e.g. charity event, fashion show, sports event etc.) 
o an artefact (e.g. a piece of art, a computer game, a realised design). 

 

 Study Skills - learning about effective study and revision techniques such as self-quizzing and 
spaced practice. 

 

 Work-related learning - projects such as Young Enterprise to help pupils make connections 
between school and the world of work. 

 

 Revision workshops - as pupils move ever closer towards their GCSE examinations, pupils will 
have the opportunities to attend revision workshops to assist pupils in their preparations. 

 

 Healthy living - activities to promote positive attitudes towards healthy and active       
lifestyles. 
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Personal, Social, Health & Economic (PSHE) Education  

This will continue be delivered via year-specific drop-down days, weekly Aspire-SMART sessions as 
well as during some Going Beyond sessions.  

 

Enrichment 

The expectation continues that all pupils participate in at least one lunchtime or after-school club per 
week as this is a key ingredient to a well-rounded education.  

 

Blue Curriculum - Optional Elements 
Core+   

Core+ (Core Plus) is an option selected  for pupils who would benefit from additional support in the 
Core subjects, especially English and Mathematics. There are three Core+ lessons per week. Two of 
these lessons are dedicated to English and Mathematics, while the third lesson is more flexible, 
providing opportunities for pupils to work on other subjects. Where opportunities arise, this time 
may also occasionally be used to develop other knowledge and skills such as cooking and personal 
finance.  
 
Pupils take Core+ instead of GCSE Spanish. We will contact you separately if we believe that 
Core+ could be a worthwhile option for your child. 

 

ASDAN 

ASDAN is a curriculum development organisation and awarding body, providing courses that develop 
skills for learning, work and life.  

 

A small number of those pupils who take the Core+ option will spend additional curriculum time 
following bespoke ASDAN courses that meet their individual needs rather than choosing another 
GCSE option subject. Again, we will contact you separately if we believe this is appropriate for your 
child.   
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Level 2 Certificate in Further Mathematics (AQA) 

The Further Mathematics course is designed to stretch and challenge high achieving mathematicians. 
It complements GCSE Mathematics by encouraging pupils' higher mathematical skills, particularly 
algebraic reasoning, but doesn't infringe upon AS Level Maths.  
 
This qualification is aimed at pupils who are predicted to achieve Grade 8 or 9 at GCSE, and are likely 
to progress to A-level Maths and Further Maths. The course will be studied alongside GCSE 
Mathematics, during the normal school day. This course is not suitable for all learners since GCSE 
Mathematics itself is a very demanding qualification; teachers will recommend which pupils should 
study Further Mathematics.  
 
Further Mathematics emphasises higher order technical proficiencies, problem solving skills and 
rigorous argument. Pupils are introduced to calculus and matrices, and develop further their skills in 
Trigonometry, graphs and functions. The specification is currently being redesigned for first 
examination in 2020, to ensure it continues to fulfil its purpose as a bridging qualification between 
the new, demanding GCSE and A-Level Mathematics qualifications.  
 

GCSE Astronomy 

This course is designed to build on our natural fascination with the night sky and our continued 
exploration of the universe. Astronomy is constantly in the media in both fact and film which makes 
this course all the more engaging and relevant to pupils. 

 

We are exploring whether we might be able to offer this qualification. It would be taught outside of 
the school day.  

 

GCSE Latin 

This course is designed to help pupils develop their knowledge and understanding of the vocabulary, 
syntax and accidence of the Latin language, and also allow them to develop knowledge and 
understanding of ancient literature, values and society through the study of original texts.  

 

We are exploring whether we might be able to offer this qualification. It would be taught outside of 
the school day. Only pupils who studied Latin in Year 9 would be eligible to study this course.  
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Next Steps 

 

1. Wednesday 23rd January 5.00pm - 7.30pm- Parent-Tutor evening.   
 
Individual 10 minute appointments will be made between the Tutor and Parents, Carers and 
Pupils to discuss each child’s decision. 

 

2. Friday 15th February - deadline for Guided Choices to be submitted via the electronic form 
provided. 
 
The electronic form to be used for completing your choices will be emailed out to you on 
Wednesday 24th January.  If you have any issue with completing a form on-line, you can request 
a paper copy from Pupil Services. 

 

3. Confirmation of options choices by end of Spring Term.  
 
This will be followed a further Subject Teacher and Parent meeting in May to review progress in 
those options subjects to be taken at GCSE with the relevant teachers. 

 
 
Inevitably, a few pupils may change their minds following the choices deadline. We will do our best to 
accommodate changes, as long as there is space in that subject class. Once the course has begun in 
September, there will only be a very narrow window of time where we will allow changes to be made 
as it will become increasingly difficult for pupils to catch up on missed course material. 

 

All at TKA look forward to supporting every pupil, helping you to make the right decisions, so please 
do not hesitate to ask for support and clarification where necessary. 
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