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Head Teacher’s Update
Dear Parents / carers,
I would like to take the opportunity this week to highlight the importance
we place on excellent attendance and punctuality. Currently our attendance
rate is 90%. This is well below our minimum threshold of 95%. In comparison,
36 pupils have managed 100% attendance and they are to be congratulated,
of course. Yet my expectation is that at least 60% of our pupils have 100%
attendance and all pupils have no less than 98%. We must work together to
ensure this pattern does not continue.
I appreciate that at this time of year there are all sorts of bugs and viruses about yet pupils must draw on one of our TKA core values and simply
be more resilient in coming to school and being on time. I need parents
to support this position and get pupils in to school. Only when a child is
experiencing high temperatures, vomiting or ,diarrhoea should they not
attend. Every day missed matters and statistics tell us that unsurprisingly there is a direct correlation between attendance and attainment. Pupils with no absence are 1.5 times more likely to achieve 5+
GCSEs Grades 9 - 4 or equivalent and 2.8 times more likely to achieve
5+ GCSEs 9 - 4 or equivalent (including English and Maths) than pupils
missing 15-20 per cent of lessons.
We will publish on the website next Monday our approach to rewards
and consequences so parents fully understand how TKA manages pupil
behaviours that do not meet with our expectations and equally how we reward
excellence. Detentions are an inevitable consequence and we will always ensure parents are given at least 24 hours notice and an explanation for any detention issued that goes beyond 4pm. This may impact upon a pupils club
choice and is an inevitable further consequence of not meeting our expectations.
May I also ask that parents only call the School Office when reporting absence. We are experiencing a high volume of calls asking messages to be
passed on to pupils and this is just not sustainable with the size of team we
have.
As ever, the partnership we have with you, in line with our Home School
Agreement, is essential in ensuring your child is happy and successful .
Kind regards, Sophie Cavanagh.

Attendance winner since half
term - Form 7Ti
with 98.7%!
In 2nd place: 7Cr
and 7Zn both
have 98.1%.
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MP visit

James Berry, MP for Kingston Upon
Thames and Surbiton, spoke at Monday’s
assembly to give our History Makers an insight into his role as MP and his career
path. In the question and answer session
afterwards pupils asked insightful questions about his role and the issues facing
Parliament today.

My Uber Challenge!
I completed one of the Uber Challenge homework
tasks in English. I made a board game about Exclamation marks, question marks and rhetorical
questions. My game is simple but fun! It’s for 2-6
people and involves making up sentences. Pupils from Ms Wade’s form
have already played and they have all given positive feedback and pupils
from my form, Mr Allport’s, will play tomorrow. I have used my creativity
and generosity and I definitely felt fulfilled once I’d completed it.
By Oliver (7 Cr)

Squash success!
Last weekend, Noah (7Cr) and Zach (7Ti) played in
the Surrey squash inter-county league playing boys
from Warwickshire, Gloucestershire and Devon.
Both Noah and Zach are ranked in the top 60 in
Surrey— 54th and 56th respectively and both won
2 out of their 3 matches. Zach said, “I played well
considering I’d been out for nearly two months due
to injury and I feel like I have a lot to improve on.
But I’m still proud of what I achieved with my limited
fitness.”

DT takeaway homework

Mr Sheppard has been receiving some impressive
Design Technology homework from the Takeaway
menu. Pupils have enjoyed
the freedom of selecting
the tasks to complete in the
order they wish. Please
check out the DT homework menu on the website
for more details.

Calling all parents!
The school is in the process of building up as many titles as possible to add to their library
collection, and we are asking parents to donate books that are suitable for pupils to read.
You can find a selection of book titles in the Reading Challenge. This is the preferred option, however, the school will also be happy to receive other titles that you may already
have in your possession or can source from charity shops and bookshops.
Please send any books with your child to hand into the school office or to their English
teacher.
Your support is greatly appreciated.

Friends of The Kingston Academy

The men of TKA have been proudly
sporting their ‘Movember’ moustaches to raise awareness for men’s health and demonstrating one of our core
values of generosity. Dr Keaney was nominated as the
best moustache; however he will be relieved once December arrives! Pupils wore blue accessories today as
part of the charity day and the School Council will be tallying the amount raised on Monday.

Important Dates for Term 1 (Autumn 2015)
Thursday 3rd December—House Football Tournament (3.45-5pm) - Tiffin Girls’ Astro pitches.
Thursday 10th December—Parent and Tutor Progress meetings (4.30-7.30pm) Please book
online.
Friday 11th December— ‘A Christmas Carol’ performance for pupils (9.30am) £4.10 paid by
Parent Pay. Deadline is Friday 4th December.
Thursday 17th December— Friends of TKA School Disco in School Hall—(7-9pm)
Tickets are £6
Friday 18th December—Christmas Carol concert—11.15am -11.45am—Parents welcome!
Last day of term. Christmas Jumper charity day. School closes 12 midday.

Tuesday 5th January 2016

Term begins for pupils. School starts at 8:40am.

