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SPECIAL EDITION: SAFEGUARDING 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

This week’s edition of TKA Times has an important focus 
of Safeguarding. Our jobs as professionals in schools is 
to protect the young people we work with and to 
recognise when we have an obligation to offer support to 
those who need access to additional services. We strive 
to ensure all TKA pupils are supported to lead full and 
happy lives now and in the future.  

As you may know, our Designated Safeguarding member of staff is Anthony 

Sheppard. The Designated Safeguarding Person has a responsibility at both a 

strategic level within TKA and on a day to day basis. Part of his remit is to make 

sure all staff are aware of how to raise safeguarding concerns, referring any 

concerns to social care and maintaining accurate and secure child protection 

records.  

This edition is about raising awareness about important issues online we may 

be faced with, as well as informing and empowering all TKA families about how 

to stay safe in a rapidly changing world, especially in terms of how technology 

impacts our lives. 

I am concerned at the recent spate of incidents that have been reported to me 

by parents regarding the inappropriate use of WhatsApp and SnapChat by TKA 

pupils. I urge parents to ensure appropriate controls and devices are in place. 

It’s unacceptable to me that TKA pupils are engaging with social media as late 

as 11pm, even 1am.  My advice to you is to have all devices turned off, and 

under your supervision, from 9pm. 

Thursday’s Year 7 celebration evening was a wonderful end to the week as 

talents in music, languages, drama, poetry and singing were showcased. My 

thanks go to Ms Headley and all the TKA staff who have worked so hard with 

our 2016 History makers. 

Have a relaxing weekend, 

Sophie Cavanagh 



Digital Lead report 
At TKA we have a number of systems in place to ensure 

that pupils use our technology in a productive way and 

are not subjected to inappropriate content online.  

To protect our network and safeguard all users, we have 

two key policies; the Chrome Code and the Acceptable 

Use Policy. All pupils sign up to agree to these at the 

start of their time at TKA. 

As well as our technology telling us what is happening on 

our network, we place a big emphasis on changing 

pupils’ online behaviours to be safe and secure. We have ten pupils who act as Digital 

Leaders. They access specialist online training in matters to do with online safety and 

act as in-school experts. We also 

have a small group of key 

members of staff who meet every 

term to review our online safety, 

discuss any incidents and plan our 

strategy for the following term. 

As Christmas approaches, many of 

our pupils will be receiving games 

and using their own technology 

online. We have some advice to 

keep them safe and secure while 

online. 

 Pupils who use games consoles should be using a child account, rather than a 

standard adult account. As well as the ability to limit content and online activity, 

these accounts also reduce the possibility of receiving an 

unexpected bill for purchases made online. 

 It is illegal for retailers to supply age restricted products, 

such as video games, to anyone under the prescribed age 

for ratings of 12, 16 and 18.  

 

Find out why a game’s content has 

been given its rating.  

Check out parental controls on 

games consoles. 

Visit gamesratingauthority.org/gra. 

http://gamesratingauthority.org/gra


 

Staying safe online 
At TKA we take online safety 
seriously and the Chrome book 
code guides us on how to be 
online safely.  

First of all we’ve been told never 
to share passwords and we 
know not to meet up with people 
we don’t know from social 
media. If we do have social media, we have the settings 
private. Last year we had a PSHE day where a police officer 
showed us the dangers of this. 

Impero and Go Guardian are also installed on our 
computers, so anything that is unsuitable is flagged. 

On Google Classrooms the teachers can monitor everything 
and see what we write. 

On some websites there is a red eye symbol which you can 

click on if you would like to report something. We know that 

we shouldn’t go on sites that are not suitable like online 

shopping or gaming. 

At school we have certain sites that are blocked like 
Facebook and Twitter. 

You can also take a screen shot of something if it makes you 
feel uncomfortable and we have been told not to delete 
emails that we think are insulting. 

 

By Seb and Henrietta (Berners Lee House captain) 



PSHE programme 
In PSHE (Personal, Social, Health Education) we are 

developing pupils’ awareness on key issues such as 

Child Sexual Exploitation and sexting. On Thursday all 

pupils explored these issues and staff have regular 

training to support them in their roles.  

Here are the key links for useful sites:  

http://www.stop-cse.org 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk 

http://kingstoncarers.org.uk/young-

carers/ 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stop-cse.org
https://www.net-aware.org.uk
http://kingstoncarers.org.uk/young-carers/
http://kingstoncarers.org.uk/young-carers/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/


Who can help me at TKA? 

If you feel you need help with any problem 

you may be having, there are plenty of people 

and organisations that can help. 

 Form tutors and teachers 

 Mr Sheppard 

 School nurse during Tuesday lunchtimes in Q2-10 
(Hui Than) 

 Anti-Bullying ambassadors who wear the blue 
badges 

 School council / pupil voice 

 ChildLine and Childnet. 



Update on Keeping children 

safe in Education 

Changes to KCSiE legislation  

 The school will continue to develop a culture of vigilance that will be focused on the best 
interests of the child.   

 Pupils will be taught about safeguarding as part of the PSHE (Preparation for Life) 
syllabus.   

 The school will exercise great vigilance for the signs and symptoms of the abuse 
including: Physical, Emotional, Sexual and Neglect 

 Child sexual exploitation, Female Genital Mutilation (for which there is a mandatory 
reporting requirement) Honour-based violence and the radicalisation of pupils. 

Local Authority obligations 

The local authority has a duty to identify when a child is ‘missing’ full time education. 

The school is legally required to submit details of children joining or leaving the school 

during the course of the academic year. This duty also applies at other non-

standard  transition points i.e. when the child leaves at the end of an academic year 

which is not the final year of education normally provided by that school. The school is 

required to provide a current or new address, parent contact details and the school 

that the child will be attending, whether in the UK or abroad.   

A child that is missing education by virtue of ‘school refusal’ and a child leaving the 

school to undertake ‘home schooling’ must be reported to the local authority. Peer on 

peer abuse and incidents of ‘youth produced sexual imagery’ will require specific 

management and may compromise a child’s place at the school. 

Children who are resident in the UK under a ‘Private Fostering’ arrangement must be 

reported to the local authority. The role and responsibilities of the school’s Designated 

Safeguarding Lead (DSL) must be included as part of the Child Protection 

Safeguarding Policy.   

Staff must follow the correct 

procedure for referring concerns 

about a pupil and or a member of 

staff to the DSL.  Staff are required 

to undertake annual safeguarding 

training. 

            

 



Parents will be informed if their 
child is the subject of a referral to 
the Designated Safeguarding Lead 
(Mr Sheppard) unless it is the 
view of the DSL and Local 
Authority Safeguarding Lead 
(LADO) that the sharing of that information may 
endanger that child. It is the school’s position that 
parents will be quickly informed either by telephone, 
email or by invitation to a meeting with the school’s DSL, 
should their child be referred to the local authority or 
prior to that referral, when appropriate. 
  
The school will expect every child to be aware of the 
school’s Code of Conduct for Pupils, its Behaviour 
Management Policy and its Acceptable Use Policy. It 
is assumed that both parents and pupils understand that 
they have been invited to join the school’s community 
and have responsibilities within it, which the school 
reasonably expects them to adhere to. This includes 
conduct outside school hours. It particularly refers to 
matters that relate to peer on peer abuse, the use of 
sexting and any conduct that brings the school into 
disrepute. The school reserves the right to discontinue a 
pupil’s education, discontinue parent 
communication and remove a pupil 
and family from the school 
community in the event of proven 
abuse by child or parent, or hostile 
conduct that is neither in the 
interests of the school nor of its 
pupils. 
  



The role of Parents 
with Social Media 

A new study by Nominet 
reveals the average 
parent posts over 200 
photos of their children 
every year, although the majority don’t check privacy settings 
regularly. It is advised that parents check privacy settings and 
ensure that they have been changed from the default setting.  

Make sure you’re only sharing images with the right people 
and avoid oversharing If it’s an image of a child, do you think 
they will thank you for sharing it once they’ve grown up? 
Consider the feelings of others before posting images – if the 
child isn’t your own, ask the permission of their parent first. 
Most importantly, remember that once a picture is uploaded to 
a social media site it’s very difficult to remove all traces of it. 

Stay in control by not using social networks as a 
replacement for your own photo albums or hard drive storage, 
as they could be at risk in the event of any technical glitches. 
And remember that some social networks will obtain rights to 
your images once you’ve uploaded them. Social networks 
regularly add new features and update their own settings so 
it’s important to keep track 

Photographs and / or videos of children holding school 
certificates with their names on or named within linked text, 
class photographs with named children may make a child 
vulnerable if distributed to an unspecified audience. It is 
advised that before uploading the image of a child, whether 
your own or another’s, the privacy settings should be set to 
restrict viewing, the image and name of the child should 
not be linked and the permission of the parents of other 
children in the image should be sought. 



IMPORTANT dates for 2016-2017 

Mon 21st—Weds 23rd Nov—Year 7 trips to Kew Gardens 

Friday 25th November—Blue Day for Men’s Health (Movember) 

Monday 5th December—Year 7 watching Globe Players perform ‘A 
Christmas Carol’ at 9.30am in School Hall—Payment via Parent Por-
tal. 

Thursday 8th December—FoTKA Christmas Fair—4-8pm  

Thursday 15th December—School Disco in School Hall 

Friday 16th December—Last day of term 

 

Parent Information Evenings  
 
Part of our Safeguarding strategy will be to invite specialist 
speakers to visit the school to talk about: managing 
teenagers, mental wellbeing and Homework without Tears. 
 
After each PSHE day we plan to run follow up parents’ forum 
to explore the issues delivered during the PSHE day. This is 
to reinforce the messages the pupils have received. 
 
This term Year 8 have had a ‘Staying safe online’ day on 
Thursday 17th November and Year 7 will be having a ‘Safe 
travel’ day.  

 
 
 


