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Head Teacher’s Update
Dear parents and carers,
Welcome back to the Autumn term. I do hope you all enjoyed the half term break.
This week began with our annual Pumpkin Carving contest. I was impressed by the
number and quality of entries. I thoroughly enjoyed judging the competition and
want to thank all those who went to such great lengths. It was a close run competition but in the end Alastair pipped it due the quality of his carving skills and the
scare factor once his pumpkin was lit. Well done Alastair who has notched up a
well deserved 50 House points for Hawking House!
At TKA we encourage all curriculum areas to collaborate with one another on
key themes and topics. This week Art, History and English teamed up taking our
History Makers to the Imperial War Museum to explore the exhibition and consider the theme of conflict through painting and writing. As you will have heard
from your own child, and through the reflections shared here, this was a most
valuable experience for all.

The Poppy Appeal will be
selling poppies to pupils
on Monday 9th & Tuesday
10th November.

We also carried out Cognitive Ability Tests this week with all pupils. These went
smoothly and will be used to deepen our knowledge of pupil strengths, areas
for development and enable us to set appropriately challenging targets for your child.
We have a busy half term ahead. I know that you will continue to provide support
and encouragement to your child and I want to thank all parents/carers for this. A
strong home-school partnership is vital to securing success. This half term’s homework is now available on the website. Please do check that your child is managing
this, as we have increased the schedule to include all subjects beyond the core.
I look forward to next week’s concert at the Rose Theatre where Music, English, Drama and PE will contribute to our first ever school performance in which every History
Maker will play their part. I do hope many of you will attend this event with us. A few
tickets are still available and may be booked through the theatre box office.
Regards,
Sophie Cavanagh
Head Teacher

Parent Pay
Our online payment
system is now up
and running.
You should have
received a log in
and activation code.
This system enables parents to
make cashless payments to the school.
Any queries please
ring Kath Williams
on 020 8465 6200

We will remember them...
Trip to Imperial War Museum
by Domile and Henrietta (7Pd)

When we first arrived at the Imperial war museum
we were amazed at the hanging warplanes. Inside
the World War 1 Gallery there were different pieces of art and artefacts. There were also projectors
that showed all the different video clips of the
great war. Walking through the trench we were
shocked at the horrific and realistic sound effects
that they produced.
When we finished the gallery, we headed upstairs
to view an amazing piece of artwork by Steve
McQueen which was called ‘Queen and Country’.
When you first see it, it looks like a big box or like
a coffin. It is filled with 150 peoples remembrance
stamps. We really liked how the soldiers’ faces
were shown as a sign of respect.
Finally we saw a car that had been bombed in Baghdad in 2007. It
didn’t really look like a car as you could only just see the rusted
frames of the windows. It made us think about the impact bombing
have on people’s lives.

Crazy carving!

An impressive array of pumpkin carvings were submitted
to the competition this week. The designs included Minions, Pi, and even Mandarin!
The winners are: 1st—Alistair (7 Hg), 2nd—Leon (7
Mn), 3rd—Leo (7 Hg)
Special commendation—Jack (7 Re)

‘Gassed’ by Johanna (7 Ti)
As we stepped into the huge gallery, we were struck by feelings of excitement, as an
enormous painting was displayed on the wall. Then we sat around the masterpiece and
were told to study the painting. The artwork was called ‘Gassed’ and it showed all the
effects of the horrible Mustard gas. We had to see how many things we could spot in the
picture and found that there were men playing football in the background. Why? We also thought about how why the soldiers were holding onto each other. I thought this painting was amazing because of the scale and how it showed the suffering of the soldiers.

Spotlight on…

English
In this half term pupils will be
studying poetry. They will be
asked to learn a poem by heart.
The list of poems is on the website with the homework tasks.
Please support this task with recitals at home!
Pupils will study a range of poems
including: Blake, Duffy and Tennyson.
Pupils will be working towards a
poetry analysis in December and
will also build up a portfolio of creative writing which will focus on
experimentation with language

Important Dates for Term 1 (Autumn 2015)
Tuesday 10th November—Rose Theatre celebration at 7pm.
Wednesday 11th November—Friends of TKA meeting
Friday 27th November

PSHE Day—Pupils off timetable for personal wellbeing lessons

Thursday 10th Dec—Progress Meeting (5—8pm). Appointments available soon.
Friday 18th December

Last day of term. School closes at 12 midday.

Monday 4th January 2016

INSED—School closed.

Tuesday 5th January 2016

Term begins for pupils. School starts at 8:40am.

Thursday 25th February 2016—TKA Shakespeare production of ‘The Tempest’ at the AC
theatre—Kingston College

