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Dear Parents/Carers, 

This week Year 8 parents will have received a link to 
make bookings for Parents’ Evening next Wednesday. 
Year 8 form tutors are spending time this week with their 
tutees on their current flight paths and most recent grades 
from the Reports / Assessments section of Pupil Portal. 
We are calling this a PAT (Pupil Achievement Tracker). 
The pupils have been focussing on www (what went well) 
and ebi (even better if) for each subject. It’s important they 
are clear about what they need to do to improve in each 
subject area and we’re keen for pupils to review any flight 
paths in subjects where they feel ready to set their aims 
higher. You can, of course, access this information via 
Parent Portal, whereas your child will be able to show 
you their PAT on their Chromebook. I encourage you to 
discuss the report and PAT before the Progress meetings. 

Thank you to Anna Linch who organised a trip to the 
Picasso exhibition on Tuesday where pupils enjoyed time 
in the exhibition and a special tour of the gallery. 

This week we also had several sports fixtures as well as 
the Annual House football tournament. The girls football 
team played Grey court and the boys against Hollyfield 
and Grey court. Some were tightly fought matches and we 
look forward to more fixtures later in the year.  

As promised last week, we wanted to provide you with an 
update on the progress of the new building. I am delighted 
to confirm that work on the foundations on the new build 
were underway last week. We will be providing monthly 
updates as the new building rises from the ground. 

Look forward to seeing you all at the Christmas Fair next 
Thursday 8th December. 

Sophie Cavanagh. 
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‘In the bleak mid-winter’:  

a special message from the Head. 
As the end of term appears on the horizon, it's with great pride that I look back at how far once more our school 
has come, especially our year 7s and new staff members. Well done to all who have joined our TKA family this 
term. So much has been achieved within lessons, and beyond, in a spirit of shared endeavour, determination, 
collaboration and joy. Some of the highlights include all Year 7 performing at our recent celebration event, the 
Big Wrap organised by our fantastic parents association; our Armistice assembly where all pupils showed great 
integrity; the numerous sporting matches that have been so hard fought; Google Expeditions visiting our 
Geography lessons taking us all on a global adventure; trips to the Imperial War Museum, Kew Gardens and the 
National Portrait Gallery; the launch of our Careers Information, Advice and Guidance programme with Oxbridge 
Outreach Team who talked to all of Year 8 about life beyond TKA. As far away as that may seem right now, we 
must all have one eye on the horizon, which is a good principle to apply in many areas of my work as 
headteacher. 

Last week representatives from the DfE visited the school to conduct our 4th term monitoring visit, best 
described as a health check for new schools. I'm delighted to say that we were found to be in excellent shape, 
with no causes for concern. I will share some of those highlights with you all once the report is received. All good 
then? Well, not quite. One of our greatest challenges we face as a school along with all schools, is the funding 
crisis in education. Every half term I attend Headteacher meetings locally and nationally and all we talk about is 
how we can tackle the funding challenges that are threatening our great local schools. 

Increasingly we see budgets squeezed through reductions in pupil unit funding or additional external pressures 
imposed on budgets through the increase in National Insurance contributions. It's hard to see how we can keep 
on stretching funds to make ends meet and to continue to deliver the quality we all want to deliver as 
Headteachers. The “problem” is that no school, no teacher, wants to let their children fail or their standards or 
expectations drop. Can we expected to ask teachers to strive harder, operations staff to plug ever-emerging and 
increasing gaps, leaders to wrestle with their conscience as to how they might solve yet another conundrum that 
was not of their making and parents to contribute through a School Fund to make ends meet? Is that where we 
have arrived? 

One local Head called the situation “a perfect storm” and he was quite right: 

Four years of unfunded pay rises, NI contributions and incremental drift. Unfunded increased contributions to 
pensions for teachers and support staff. Cuts to all sorts of funding other than “per pupil funding” allowing a 
convenient and oft quoted line about school funding remaining “untouched”. Rushing through unplanned and 
poorly considered changes to GCSEs and A levels placing a ridiculous workload on teachers before 
specifications have even been finalised. Changing the benchmark, often mid-year, on how schools are judged. 
Leaving teacher training in a confusing mess of different pathways and bursaries for some and nothing for 
others. Teacher recruitment being overtaken by unscrupulous agencies who will plug schools for every penny 
and coach new recruits to squeeze them for increments before a lesson has even been taught. 

This is indeed a bleak mid-winter picture and none of the fault can be placed at the door of schools, teachers, 
school leaders or governors. In fact, the reason that the whole system hasn’t imploded is because of deeply 
passionate, committed and incredibly hard working teachers, leaders, governors and parents across our schools 
somehow just make things work. However, it is not sustainable. Education is at a breaking point and we have to 
stand up and say enough is enough or our children will suffer. 

The reason there isn’t a fuss is because schools don’t make a fuss. As local Headteachers we have decided to 
take action as we can stomach this no more. It’s time policy makers stopped playing political games, stopped 
feeding half-truths to the media and started listening to those of us who are at the chalk face and care 
passionately about our children and their future. 

Next week all Richmond and Kingston Headteachers will publish an open and joint statement on what we view 
as the funding crisis facing education today. We will then march in February to Downing Street to deliver this 
message in person. I want parents to know the reality we face together and, where possible, stand with us to 
ensure our message is heard. 



 

 

 

On Friday 25th November, members of 

School Council visited one of our 

partners Kingston University, Faculty of Art, 

Design and Architecture, Knights Park. This campus 

teaches undergraduate and postgraduate degree courses in 

3D design, graphics, fashion, illustration and animation.  

The KU design students have been commissioned to design 

our History Makers’ House Award and the TKA pupils were 

keen to see the design ideas and prototypes. 

Before these presentations, the pupils toured the workshops 

of the Design School by Course Director Philip Davies. 

Spotlight on STEM 



The KU student presentations were 

superb; they had clearly listened to the 

brief from TKA pupils. The ideas of Growth 

Mindset, collaboration, technology, History 

Makers and STEM came through the 

diversity of the designs and models of  

prototypes. Some featured DNA designs, 

others reflected the idea of growth through 

special paper embedded with different 

coloured seeds to represent the different Houses. 

After every 8 presentations, pupils voted for their favourite until they 

had a final 8 designs. This was a difficult task as the designs were so 

diverse and impressive. We look forward to seeing more details from 

the finalists! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPORTS NEWS 

The Year 7 boys football teams have had a busy November of fixtures. Thursday 
saw TKA A team take on Grey court A team in a friendly fixture. It was an 
excellent game of football with both teams giving everything. TKA struck first but 
a resilient Grey court fought back with three goals to bring the score to 3-1 early 
in the second half. As you would expect TKA showed their bravery and 
footballing ambition to level again to 3-3. Both teams had some fantastic 
chances to win but Grey court took their chances and won 5-3. Connor B was 
Man of the Match, with an impressive level of goalkeeping skills. 

 
Next up, a friendly for TKA B team against Grey court B team. With some of our 
pupils debuting for the school, they couldn't have put in a better performance. 
TKA scored early in the first half via a quick Philip P strike into the top right. The 
lead wasn’t held for long as Grey court pushed forward and scored from the 
penalty spot and then again from open play. An unlucky result and one that could 
have gone either way. It was a fantastic effort from TKA Bs who will have some 
more matches coming up soon! Man of the Match Philip for his grit and high 
intensity in midfield.  

 
Our last fixture of the month was against Hollyfield. TKA were on fire at the start 
of the match scoring within the first 5 minutes via a great reaction from Ethan 
WS. The cold weather and strength of Holyfield soon put out the fire as Holyfield 
found their game and scored two goals to end the first half 2-1. After the break 
TKA came out flying and with Xander P skipping past players and dictating the 
pace of the game we found our rhythm and super sub Oskar P scored to make it 
level with 6 minutes to play. The relentless Jake H, ran his socks off and his 
efforts paid off as he scored the winning goal! 3-2 win for TKA, which makes the 
team unbeaten in the District League. MOTM Xander Perkins, TKA’s own Andre 
Pirlo.  

Alex Lockett, PE department 



Football House Tournament—Curie 

victory! 

Congratulations to Curie House (pictured above 

right) who stormed to victory by taking both 1st 

and 2nd places in the House Football 

yesterday. Berners-Lee were 2nd. All teams 

showed great team spirit in the biting cold!  

 

 

The Hanson Family Science Show Players present 

The Liquid Nitrogen Show 

National Physical Laboratory, 
Teddington, TW11 0LW 

Friday 9th December 2016 
Performances at 4:30 and 6:30  
each lasting 50 minutes 

Following performances at the Watermans Art Centre, Brighton Science 
Festival and elsewhere, The Hanson Family Science Show Players return to 
raise money for charity. Pitched for an ‘all age’ audience there will be bangs, 
molecular dancing and on-stage participation. 

Afternoon tickets: http://tinyurl.com/2016NPL4 
Evening tickets: http://tinyurl.com/2016NPL6  
£5 per seat, all proceeds to charity. 

http://tinyurl.com/2016NPL4
http://tinyurl.com/2016NPL6


National Portrait Gallery trip  
On Tuesday 29th November we set off 

to the National Portrait Gallery as we 

were going to learn about Pablo Picasso 

and I was so excited!  

When we arrived we met a young artist 

who was going to show us around. He 

had green hair! We all looked at the 

portraits Picasso had made; they were 

great.  

We started by finding paintings we liked 

and drawing parts of them. It was hard 

but we kept trying. Then we started 

describing them. This was easy! I said 

they were abstract and the colours were 

really bright.  

Before we left, we got to explore the 

exhibition. It was a fun trip! 

By Maeve,  Year 8 Arts Director 



Christmas Concert  
Parents and pupils are warmly welcome to join us at the TKA 
Christmas Concert at 7pm on Wednesday 14th December in the Main 
Hall. Spaces will be limited and information regarding tickets will be 
sent next week. 

You will be guaranteed to feel the festive spirit with 
the Choir, A cappella Choir, Orchestra and some 
musical soloists entertaining you. There will even be 
some carols too!    

Ms Headley 

Science Reading List  
Here are book recommendations for those TKA families with 

an interest in Science. You can find some more titles on the 

Royal Society’s website below: 

  https://royalsociety.org/grants-schemes-awards/book-prizes/young-peoples-book-prize/  

https://royalsociety.org/grants-schemes-awards/book-prizes/young-peoples-book-prize/
https://royalsociety.org/grants-schemes-awards/book-prizes/young-peoples-book-prize/


Friends of TKA news 
We are all set for the first ever Christmas Fair and Shopping 

evening next Thursday 8th December 4-8pm and hope to 

see you all there!  Please bring friends, neighbours and siblings as there 

will be something for everyone. 

There will be a festive photo booth, surf simulator, Pokémon face stamps, 

make your own Christmas table decoration, guess the weight of the cake 

and four tombola stalls which will be run by the pupils from each of the 

four school houses. 

 

We also have 20 stalls selling high quality gifts and items including 

retro gifts, edible Christmas decorations,  jewellery, hand knitted and 

cross stitched items,  homemade jams & chutneys, stocking fillers, 

evening bags, health and beauty, papercraft, patchwork, homeware & 

slate products,  greeting cards and stationery, bespoke mirrors and items 

made from local wood and wire figures. 

 

Plus refreshments including hot dogs and snacks, a hot chocolate bar, 

mulled wine and cookies and cakes! 

  

The Christmas raffle will be drawn at 7.45pm. 

 

Many thanks to Ghadeer and Jenny and their team of helpers for 

decorating the School Hall—it looks fantastic! 

 

FOTKA 



IMPORTANT dates  
Monday 5th December—Year 7 watching 
Globe Players perform ‘A Christmas Carol’ 
at 9.30am in School Hall—Payment via 
Parent Portal. 

Wednesday 7th December                  
Year 8 Subject Parents’ evening—5-8pm 

Thursday 8th December                 
Friends of TKA Christmas Fair—4-8pm  

Wednesday 14th December           
Christmas Concert 7pm– 8.30pm 

Thursday 15th December 

School Disco in School Hall (Year 7 only) 

Friday 16th December—Last day of term 

Wednesday 4th January 2017—Parent 
talk on e-safety by Peter Cowley, Achieving 
for Children—6.30pm in School Hall.  

A booking system will be made available 
very soon. 
 


