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Dear Parents/Carers, 

This week our Year 7 Progress meetings with tutors 
went well with a great turn out of parents and 
pupils.  Thank you to those who filled out the survey. If 
you were not able to make it, we value your opinions 
so please do complete the survey here:  

https://goo.gl/7MUagv 

Year 7 have enjoyed trips to Kew Gardens this week 
as part of a collaboration between Geography and 
Biology. My thanks to Mr O’Brien for co-ordinating and 
to the staff who supported the trips. The pupils, as 
ever, loved the opportunity to learn outside the 
classroom. 

The Oxbridge Outreach Team spoke to Year 8 last 
Friday and inspired many pupils about their journey to 
Higher Education. We have high aspirations for all our 
pupils and this visit was one of many events for our 
History Makers. 

Kingston College students visited on Thursday to run a 
Theatrical stage make-up workshop for members of 
the Drama club, once again consolidating our 
wonderful partnership with the college. 

We have raised £690 for the Quad Gardening project 
which is 13% of our total. You can donate here: 
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/thekingstonacademy 

Next week there will be providing an insight into how 
the new building is progressing. 

Best wishes and enjoy the weekend. 

Sophie Cavanagh 
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In Design technology this 

term, Year 7 pupils have been 

working on blue foam 

modelling. This requires 

design and shaping skills with a number of specialist 

tools including: coping saws, junior hack saws, surforms 

(surface-forming tool) and Needle nose files. They will 

use these to shape there 120mm x 120mm square 

piece of blue foam to make 

their vehicle. 

Mr O’Brien (DT) 

Spotlight on STEM 



The Big Wrap! 
On Monday 14th November, in KS3 assembly, Alice from Kingston 

Young Carers Project, came to speak to pupils about this important 

charity. In 2012 research showed that there were 700,000 young 

carers in the UK.  

A young carer is defined as: someone who is aged 18 or under who 

helps to look after someone at home who needs extra support or 

care. In Kingston that number is officially 2,490. The YCP has 492 

registered with them, so that leaves about 2,000 we don’t know about.  

Alice explained that young carers may not feel comfortable about 

saying they are caring for a relative because of the emotional 

challenges they may experience. They may miss out on what their 

friends do because of their caring role and commitments. This is 

where the Young Carers project comes in. They provide support, 

activities and trips for young carers. On Wednesday Year 7 pupils took 

part in the Big Wrap which meant they were able to contribute to 

wrapping Christmas gifts for young carers. We 

are proud to support this charity and if you 

would like further information about the work of 

the charity then please go to: 

http://kingstonyoungcarers.org.uk/about-us/ 



SPORTS NEWS—cross country 

On Thursday 17th November, we entered our first ever Borough 

Cross Country Championship. A total of 11 pupils represented TKA at 

the event and as you would expect they have made us very proud! All 

11 pupils completed the course and finished the race with some very 

respectable places.  

Our outstanding performers from the day were; Sophia L from Curie,  

who managed to get a third place finish out of a total of 64 runners 

and Jake H (Berners Lee) who managed a seventh place finish out of 

a total of 50 runners. Both will now be representing Surrey County in 

the new year!                     Mr Lockett, PE. 

Pictured left: Sophia L, Amy, Alys 

Pictured below right: Jake 

Pictured  below left: The TKA team! 

Pictured right—Girls football team who were 

quarter finalists at a tournament at AFC 



Kew Gardens 
This week, all the Year 7s went on a school trip to Kew Gardens. We learnt that 

there can be many small climates in just one place. We also learnt how to 

measure the wind speed, how much light there was, the density of the soil and 

many other things. The staff at Kew Gardens showed us how to use the different 

scientific equipment like: the anemometer which measured the wind speed, 

moisture meter which measured how moist the soil was, a soil thermometer 

which measured the temperature of the soil, a lux meter which measured the 

light and many other pieces of equipment. They also gave us a tip on how to get 

a really accurate answer: face the same direction for every test. But how? Some 

of our friends came up with the idea to use a compass. This piece of equipment 

helped us to make our answers very accurate. Some of us also had the chance 

to take some pictures of the different climates. These were places like: deserts, 

rainforests, plain fields, at the top of hills and many more. These are all 

examples of microclimates. We all had a great time and learnt a lot about 

climates and microclimates! 

By Abrielle (7Cd) - Curie House 



OXBRIDGE Aspirations 

On Friday the 18th of November, two Oxbridge graduates 

visited our school to talk about going to university.  

They told us about the different courses that are available 

and about university life. We were told about what it is like 

doing the specialist subjects and how the different colleges 

work. Also, we were told about the accommodation.  

They also informed us about the responsibilities of being at 

university. We were asked if we wanted to attend university 

and the majority of the room put their hands up.  

At the end, we were given a university prospectus.  

By Teju, Johanna and Jibril (8 Tera) 



Christmas Wish List 
As part of our Reading Challenge we are promoting some non-fiction 

titles that sit behind the fiction Reading Challenge lists on the website.  

If you are looking to buy some Christmas gifts for your children this 

year, here are some suggestions: 

‘The Good Immigrant’ by Nikesh Shukla (Geography) 

‘Prisoners of Geography’ by Tim Marshall (Geography) 

‘Shakespeare for Grown Ups’ by E. Foley and B. Coates (English) 

‘Why England lose & Other Curious Football Phenomena Explained’  

by Simon Kuper and Stefan Szymanski (Maths) 

‘The Number Devil’ by Hans Magnus Enzensberger (Maths) - Fiction 

‘Remember, Remember: the History of Britain in bite sized chunks’ by Judy 
Parkinson (History) 

 



Year 7 Celebration Concert  
 
On Wednesday 16th November 2016 Year 7 were preparing 
for their Celebration Concert. I was asked to write a review of 
this amazing event.  
 
At the start everyone was really looking forward to the event 
and the crowd was waiting with high expectations for the first 
impressive song of the celebration. 
 
The intention of this event was to show parents of children in 
Year 7 an idea of what they have been doing for the first term. 
The parents were given an insight into what subjects the 
children have been learning, and what they have been 
learning in those particular subjects. There were features from 
English, Science, Geography, History, Spanish, Music, Drama, 
Philosophy and Ethics and Going Beyond. 
 
The highlights were the Spanish poem, music with cello and 
singing, the video film-making activity at Thames Young 
Mariners from Lovelace House during the Going Beyond 
section and, last but not least, the final songs at the end of the 
show. 
 
Many teachers and everyone in Year 7 
worked really hard to make this an 
unforgettable celebration concert for both 
the participants and the 
people watching. 
 
By Archie M (7 Hg) 
 



Raffle Tickets for sale! 
Today your child will be bringing home two books of raffle tickets to sell to family 

and friends. We are hoping this is something they can undertake to do 

themselves (if they want more books of tickets they are available from the 

School Office). Please can they put the ticket stubs and money in an envelope 

marked RAFFLE and return it to Pupil Services in the School Office by the 

morning of 8th December. Each ticket costs £1 and we have many great prizes 

including: 

£150 Amazon voucher, £100 John Lewis voucher 

Framed poster signed by the new Marvel Spiderman actor Tom Holland  

Goals football party for 10 worth £200  

Lunch, Prosecco and cake for 2 at Petersham 
Nurseries Teahouse 

Jack Wills Gift set, Bevan's butchers voucher 

£50 voucher for Peppe restaurant  

Cappadocia restaurant voucher  

1 hour Klicksmart photo session and free 5x7 
print  

Dermalogica treatment voucher  

Pullinger Art Store paint sets 

Montezuma Chocolates , 
One hour tennis coaching , 
Jo Malone gift 

Hair products from Martha 

Pountain Hair  

Helly Belly cupcakes  

X box games  

CD bundle  and more! 

Many thanks from 

FOTKA 



IMPORTANT dates for 2016-2017 

Monday 5th December—Year 7 watching Globe Players perform ‘A Christmas 
Carol’ at 9.30am in School Hall—Payment via Parent Portal. 

Wednesday 7th December—Year 8 Subject Parents’ evening—5-8pm 

Thursday 8th December—FoTKA Christmas Fair—4-8pm  

Wednesday 14th December—Christmas Concert 7pm– 8.30pm 

Thursday 15th December—School Disco in School Hall 

Friday 16th December—Last day of term 

Wednesday 4th January 2017—Parent talk on e-safety by Peter Cowley, 
Achieving for Children—6.30pm in School Hall. A booking system will be made 
available very soon. 

 

Friends of TKA news 

FOTKA Christmas Fair  
Thursday 8th December 4-8pm 

 
We will be holding a meeting on Wednesday 30th November between 9am and 
10.30am at Kingston Riverside Club, Lower Ham Road KT2 5AJ (there is 
parking)  to discuss the Christmas Fair and specific roles on the day. Please do 
come along as we need as many helpers as possible to make this a great 
event! 
If you are able to help at the Fair (we will be setting up in the Hall after 
lunch on the day)  and can't make the meeting please 
email  annagulliver@virginmedia.com 
 
Tombola Donations 
 
We will be collecting donations for the tombola and lucky dip on Friday 2nd 
December.  Please bring in any bottles, sweets, chocolates or small wrapped 
items (stationary, toys, sweets) to Pupil Services on 2nd December.  It would 
be wonderful if cake donations could be brought in on Thursday 8th 
December.   
 
NO NUTS PLEASE. Many thanks FoTKA 


