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Head Teacher’s Update
Dear Parents/Carers
Welcome to the very first edition of TKA Times, our weekly newsletter.
It has been a busy, exciting and historic couple of weeks for TKA History Makers and
I’m delighted to report that the school is in good shape. The pupils have made an
impressive start and are all now very much settling in to the serious business of
learning with our excellent team of staff.
To ensure each and every pupil is happy and making good progress in their learning,

“I’m excited about the

it is essential that they come prepared for school, ready to learn every day. I know

school working with

that some pupils will need a little more nurturing and direction at this time and the

Kingston Rowing Club.

school is taking care to ensure pupils receive the assistance required. I also know

how vital parents and carers are in supporting the school in securing the very best

It’s been fun today start-

from each and every child. At this time of transition, please do encourage your child

ing Spanish .”

to complete their daily 15 minutes of reading for homework and discreetly check
that they have packed their bag and prepared their uniform ready for the next day.

Conner, 7 Giga, Day 1

Preparedness and punctuality are key traits we want to instil from the outset.
I’d like to thank all those who attended our Information Event last week. It was great
to see so many of you there, listening to your feedback and responding to your
questions. My team valued this opportunity to meet with you so early on.
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keen to resolve this and would like to hear from those of you who are able to help in
the construction of this storage. Please email fotka@thekingstonacademy.org
I do hope that you find our newsletters informative. If you have suggestions about
information you would like to be included, please do get in touch. It is key that we
have strong communication so that we forge effective and fruitful partnerships with
all parents and carers. To this end, please add enquiries@thekingstonacademy.org
to your Contacts to prevent school communications going to a junk folders.
Regards,

Sophie Cavanagh
Head Teacher

History Makers celebrating the opening of our new school.

TKA in the
news...
TKA featured in last weeks Surrey
Comet. The article highlighted the
excellent facilities we have provided for our pupils whilst we await
the existing building being made
ready to move in to.
Pupils are very much enjoying
their large play area, specialist
facilities for Science & Design
Technology, and delicious, nutritious school meals provided by
Fern Hill.

Pupils enjoying one of many activities last Friday at
Walton Firs
TKA Pupils enjoying their specialist Science laboratory

Get Caught
Reading!
At TKA we value all of our
pupils and staff reading
widely. To promote a culture of reading across the
school, we have launched
our Get Caught Reading
Challenge.

TKA Celebrates Rugby World Cup 2015
We are all very excited about the RWC 2015 starting today. To celebrate
this exciting event, London Scottish rugby coaches put our History Makers
through their paces in a rugby skills session at The Hawker Centre. We
wish England well in their first match against Fiji.

When a pupil or member
of staff is caught reading
they are issued with our
very own TKA token. This
may then be placed in
one of our charity pots.
At the end of each term
the charity with the most
tokens in will receive
funds we have raised
through school activities.
Current charities include
Clappa, Refugee Action
& Kingston Welfare.
7 Giga & 7 Mega enjoying a morning playing rugby ahead of the RWC.

Friends of TKA
TKA is keen to build a
strong community
amongst our pupils, parents, staff, local residents
and organisations. This
week we launched
Friends of TKA, FoTKA
for short. Our thanks to
Catherine Mabb for getting us underway.
Friends of TKA will be
holding its first meeting
on 25th September at
11:15am in the School
Hall. Coffee and cakes
will be provided in support of the Macmillan Coffee Morning. Voting in the
managing committee will
take place on 14th October, 7pm when FoTKA
will host a social gathering at the school for all
parents/carers and

Enrichment/Afterschool Clubs
Just do it!
All clubs began this week with gusto, even rowing in the pouring rain. Well
done to our TKA Rowers for demonstrating one of five our core values RESILIENCE!
Every pupil must attend at least one enrichment activity each week that
runs after school until 5pm. Pupils may also attend Study Support any day
after school other than Fridays. Please see the website for further details
on what pupils need to wear, where they will be going for their club and
where they will be dismissed from.
We will be contacting parents and carers soon to advise you on how to
pay for the clubs that carry a charge. We are just in the process of getting
ParentPay in place so that we can provide you with a safe and efficient
payment method.
All clubs run until the end of this term after which time pupils may continue
with their activity or try a new one. We will be in contact before the end of
term to co-ordinate this.
Do you have a question about clubs? Ask Kath on 0208 465 6200.

TKA Going Beyond begins!
Our school slogan is ‘Going beyond what schools ordinarily do!’ Every Friday we offer our pupils the opportunity to Go Beyond in a variety of ways. Over the next year our History Makers will work in their House group
(Lovelace, Hawking, Berners-Lee and Curie) in the following activities:



Karate



Conservation



Dance



Adventurous Outdoor Activities

Pupils will develop our core values of Resilience, Integrity, Generosity, Fulfilment and Creativity over the
course of the next year and we look forward to everyone having a lot of fun every Friday afternoon at TKA! Any
questions please email goingbeyond@thekingstonacademy.org

Advance Notice Open Evening is on Tuesday 6th October from 5-8pm. This is the same date as
the Tiffin test. Parking restrictions will be in place from 7am—8pm. School will finish at 2:40pm on 6th October.
School will open on Wednesday 7th October at 10:50am. Gates open for pupils at 9:30am.

Important Dates for Term 1 (Autumn 2015)
5th October

Pink Day for Breast Cancer

Pupils may wear one pink item, such as a pink tie, shirt or hair tie

6th October

Open Evening

School closes at 2:40pm. Open Evening from 5—8pm
Most pupils will be required to return to school for a 4:45pm start

7th October

Late start

School starts at 10:50am. Gates open from 9:30am

19th October

Half term begins

Thames Young Mariner Camp available to book for TKA week 1 —
details to follow next week

2nd November

Return to school

Pupils start back at 8:40am. Pumpkin Carving entries

5th November

CATs

Cognitive Ability Tasks

10th November

The Big Sing

The Rose Theatre 7pm. Tickets from the Box Office

27th November

PSHE Day

Pupils off timetable focusing on personal wellbeing

10th December

Progress Meeting

Parents and carers to meet Tutors for progress up date 5—8pm

18th December

Last day of term

School closes at 12 midday

4th January

INSED

School closed

5th January

Term begins for pupils

School starts at 8:40am

