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Dear Parents/Carers, 

This week the Year 7s have enjoyed their first TKA 
school trip to the Imperial War Museum. Their 
behaviour was exemplary. The pupils understood the 
importance of remembrance and had the opportunity 
to reflect on these key moments in history. What a 
wonderful opportunity to bring the curriculum to life, 
drawing together a range of subjects.  

Our commitment to providing enriching experiences 
beyond the classroom is a key feature of the school’s 
future. We know many TKA pupils will be keen to 
attend residential trips and in order that families can 
plan for this, we will be publishing our intended future 
trips very soon. 

We have a busy half term with many fundraising 
events including: The Big Wrap for Kingston Young 
Carers, the Christmas Fair and the Blue Day to 
support Men’s health. ‘Movember’ has started, so 
let’s see how the chaps do in their efforts to sport 
dashing moustaches! 

Assessments are now complete and we will soon be 
publishing the results in reports via Parent Portal. 
Year 7 pupils and parents have the opportunity to 
discuss these progress reports with form tutors at the 
end of November and Y8s will have subject progress 
meetings in December. Appointment slots will soon 
be issued. 

On Monday we have school photographs so do make 
sure children are looking their very best! 

Have a good weekend 

Sophie Cavanagh 

 If any pupil 

wishes to 

have guitar 

lessons at 

TKA with 

Kingston 

Music 

Service, 

please see 

Kath Williams 

in Pupil 

services 



 

 

As of this week, all pupils are 

expected to play 5 Garage games on TImes 

Tables Rockstars. This should take about 7 

minutes if done in one go. Those who have 

played the most are the fastest in our 

leaderboards - the more you practise, the quicker you get! Being speedy and accurate 

with times tables is essential for success in maths since most topics requiring 

multiplication 

36 pupils were Rock Stars when TTR first launched, now 48 are! To be a Rock Star you 

need to be able to answer any question in less than 3 seconds on average.  

Ida K, Philip F, Jackson and Christopher are our current Rock 
Gods, with an average speed of under 1 second! 

Special mentions also go to Ophelia, Callum, Courtney and Layla 
who have made significant improvements in their speeds.  

Spotlight on STEM 

Year 8 Spanish Exchange 
Thank you to those TKA families who have already 

expressed interest in the Spanish exchange; there 

are still spaces available for Year 8 pupils to 

participate in the programme. Families will need to be able to host a Spanish 

student from 11-17th May 2017 and the return trip to Barcelona is likely to 

be during October half term 2017. 

Please email Ms Pavitt lpavitt@thekingstonacademy.org if you would like to 

take part or have any questions. The cost of the return trip will be available 

before Christmas once booking for flights has become available.  



 

Virtual school trip! 
On the last day of term Year 8 had the opportunity to visit Ethiopia, 

America and Hawaii...all via Google expeditions, organised by our 

Digital Lead Mr Smith. By using virtual reality viewers pupils could 

experience a range of diverse geographical environments. The 

teachers were able to send synchronised three-dimensional 360° 

panoramas to each pupil’s cardboard viewer, pointing out areas of 

interest in real time and taking them on a journey of discovery. 

Geography teacher, Mr O’Brien said, “It was a really engaging way 

to take my classes to the places we’d been studying in lessons. I 

was able to point out the important features which really brought 

their learning to life.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can find out more by visiting: 

https://www.google.co.uk/edu/expeditions/#about 



 

Voices of War 
 

This week all Year 7 pupils visited the Imperial War Museum as part of an 
Art, History and English collaboration. They visited the First World War 
gallery and also focused on several Art pieces including Turner prize 
winner Jeremy Deller’s ‘Baghdad Car’ (pictured below left) and Steve 
McQueen’s 2007 commission ‘Queen and Country’ which are 155 sheets 
of stamps, each sheet commemorating a soldier who lost their life in 
the Iraq War. Pupils said the experience was, “eye opening” and “made 
me understand why we wear poppies” 





IMPORTANT dates for 2016-2017 
Monday 7th November—Pupil photographs 

Weds 9th & Thurs 10th November—Lab in a Lorry 

Friday 11th November—Armistice Day 

Monday 14th November—Big Wrap charity assembly 

Weds 16th November—Year 7 Celebration concert in School Hall at 7pm 

Mon 21st—Weds 23rd Nov—Year 7 trips to Kew Gardens 

Friday 25th November—Blue Day for Men’s Health (Movember) 

Monday 5th December—Year 7 watching Globe Players perform ‘A Christmas Carol’ at 9.30am in 
School Hall—Payment via Parent Portal. 

Thursday 8th December—FoTKA Christmas Fair—4-8pm  

Friends of TKA news 
The planning for our Christmas Fair on Thursday 8th December is well 
underway and we are now looking for as many parents as possible to sign up 
to help on the day. If you’re able to do this (slots from 2pm as we get the Hall 
ready and then from 4-8pm) please can you email Anna Gulliver who is co-
ordinating annagulliver@virginmedia.com 
 
Thanks to all those parents who have signed up to have our Christmas Fair 
advertising boards outside their homes. We need 25 more please! Our 
school will receive £10 for every Greenwoods board erected. Please 
email sallen@thekingstonacademy.org if you can help.  
 
Easy fundraising is a very simple way of making money for the school and will 
not cost you a penny! When you shop through Easy Fundraising at over 3,000 
retailers (including Nike, Sainsbury's, John Lewis, Argos and Amazon) a 
donation will be made to the school. Go to www.easyfundraising.org.uk and 
select The Kingston Academy. 
 
Please can you start sending in rolls of Christmas wrapping paper to school. 
This will be used by all Year 7 pupils who will be wrapping gifts for Kingston 
Young Carers on Wednesday 16th November as part of our Big Wrap 
charity initiative. They will have had an assembly about the work of this local 
charity and a lesson in present wrapping earlier that week!  

Many thanks— FoTKA 


