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Dear Parents and carers,  

As the Easter break is now upon us, we can be proud of yet another produc-
tive, action-packed and rewarding term. There have been many exciting op-
portunities that have enriched our pupils’ curriculum experiences: Water 
rocket days, Fourth Plinth competition, Times Tables Rock Stars, Mindcraft 
Challenge, Micro: BIT initiative and of course The Tempest. In lessons pupils 
have been hard at work developing their coding skills, exploring electricity 
and considering what life might be like on a desert island.  

Of particular note have been the Discovery Days run this week in partner-
ship with Kingston University where pupils explored the campus, the range 
of disciplines available for study and even enjoyed the trappings of the Uni 
canteen. Lots on offer there that wouldn't be permitted in schools, so quite a 
highlight, I'm sure. Schools have been criticised in the past for not providing 
careers guidance early enough in a child's academic journey. At TKA we 
want pupils to be provided with as much exposure about their future options 
and how to achieve their aspirations. We believe if pupils know what is pos-
sible they will be much more motivated to realise their ambitions. As such, 
careers guidance will form a consistent thread throughout your child's time at 
TKA. 

Before wishing you all a restful break, I must return to the matter of attend-
ance. This week we rewarded pupils who had 100% attendance and the 
Tutor group and House with the highest attendance rates. Well done to 7Ti 
and Berners-Lee for taking these crowns this term. Overall attendance 
since September has risen to 95.8% which is encouraging and I want to 
thank parents and carers for responding to my previous call to improve at-
tendance. We must aim for even better by the end of the year with a whole-
school attendance of at least 98%. Outstanding schools are renowned for 
having attendance rates above 98% and this is the benchmark we must set 
our sights on. We can do this with your support. Of course there may be the 
rare occasion that a child is simply too unwell to attend school and we fully 
support your decision to keep your child at home where this is absolutely 
necessary. We will not authorise term-time absence for holidays. Your as-
sistance in supporting this position is essential and appreciated.  

Last week FoTKA ran the first ever TKA Quiz Night. Our thanks to Steve 
Havers for putting it all together and for being such a fantastic compare, aid-
ed no doubt by his sparkly jacket. It was a relief to see our very own TKA 
Staff team take third place as the quiz was extremely challenging. We also 
held the Easter Raffle which was again generously organised and support-
ed by FoTKA. We are very proud of our parent body and the support you 
provide and we want to continue to work closely with you all as we grow. 

I do hope you and your family have an enjoyable break and I look forward to 
another raft of TKA firsts, such as Camp 2016, TKA Head Girl and Head 
Boy campaigns, the TKA Brexit and Mayoral votes and of course, the un-
veiling of our first ever TKA House Cup winners. 

Yours sincerely 

Sophie Cavanagh 

 

Parents’ Progress meetings 

Parents are invited to attend meetings with subject teachers on Monday 11th April (1—5pm) and 

Wednesday 13th April (4—8pm). 

Booking is available NOW via: https://thekingstonacademy.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/  

Only a few days left 

to order The Tempest 

photographs! 

 

To view and order, 

please click the link to 

the online gallery 

below and enter the 

password: TTKA2016 

http://www.intime-

photography.com/

tkatempest2016 



 

 Sports news 

We are delighted to announce 

Archie B (7Ni)  took part in a 

Disability Talent ID day at 

Chelsea Football Club training 

ground. He impressed the 

coaches with his skills and 

attitude and has now been 

invited back for a 6 week trial. 

If successful Archie will 

progress to being signed for 

CFC ahead of next season. We wish him the best of luck!  

DISCOVERY DAYS 
This week the whole of Year 7 had the opportunity to visit the Kingston Hill 

campus of Kingston University for a Discovery Day. The aim of this day 

was to introduce us to University life. We had a tour of the university (but 

with a difference) as we had to use a map to get around and find the answers to the questions on our 

clipboards; some of them were really hard! For lunch the University kindly gave us cafeteria vouchers 

which allowed us to get whatever we liked, such as pizza, jacket potato and burgers. After lunch, we 

formed into groups of four of five and began to design our very own University and give a presentation 

on it including: where it is, it’s name and some of the courses that you think University students should 

take. At the end we got to vote for which group’s university we thought would be the best and most 

successful. The winning teams were awarded gold medals and felt pride. All of the groups had the 

chance to bring  their model university home;  this proved difficult on the speedy bus drive back to 

school. The whole day was really fun!        By Alys (7Fe) 



Spotlight on STEM 

 

MUSCLES & BONE topic 
 

Our first experiment after the Easter holidays 
involves the pupils measuring their own lung 
capacity. For this we need as many clean 2 litre 
plastic drink bottles as possible.  
 
 

 

 

 

We had much to celebrate this term with many pupils excelling in excellent 

attendance, punctuality and merit awards. With the best overall attendance of 97.9% was Ms 

Linch and Mrs Dowling’s form 7Co. Henrietta gained the most merits for the Resilience 

award, Layan had the most Integrity awards, Maeve had the most generosity awards, Layan 

had the most fulfilment  awards and joint winners of the creativity award were: Henrietta and 

Sophia L.   

With 3 points awarded for a commendation and 1 point for a merit, the totals award were up 

for grabs. In 3rd place with 101 points was Sydney, 2nd 

place with 111 points was Sophia L and in 1st place with 

an impressive 114 points was Layan. The form totals 

were as follows: 540 points—7Co, 547 points—7Hg, 549 

points—7Ti. Who will be the first pupil to surpass 100 

merits? 

Jack Petchey award winners—First ever Netball goal 

scored by Molly H, first ever rugby try scored by Seb and 

for  embodying all our core values  was Layan.  

Congratulations to all our winners! 

5,713 
merits 
issued since 

September 2015 

House Championship 

scores 

4th place 1,533 Curie 

3rd place 1,644 LoveLace 

2nd place 1,662 Hawking 

1st place 1,813 Berners-Lee 



Language awareness assembly  

In Monday’s assembly, Mr Sheppard delivered an 

important assembly on homophobic language. We 

are all focused on getting our subject terminology 

precise and correct in the classroom and 

emphasised the importance of our language choices 

in other areas of life too. He identified the insulting 

nature of the word, “gay” when used in a negative 

context and encouraged members of the TKA community to think carefully 

before using language that could be deemed as offensive or insulting. If we all 

challenge people who use homophobic language then we will eradicate it from 

our classroom and playground.  

Lockers are still available to rent. A rental fee of £30 must be 

paid via Parent Pay by Monday 11th April. Notice for 

parents who have paid a deposit for a locker. Pupils 

will need a number coded padlock with a shank 

diameter of 5-7mm.  

Friends of TKA Quiz 

A huge thank you to Steve Havers for 

organising such a splendid Friends of 

TKA quiz last Friday. The winning team 

members were: Marcus and Jo Landau, 

Helen Wardell, Helen Leach and Mark 

and Polly Hillier. A fantastic £450 was 

raised and a special thank you to Steve 

and Kingston Riverside Club for 

sponsoring the event.  



Important Dates for Spring Term 2 and Summer Term 1 

Friday 25th (Good Friday)—Tuesday 12th April—Easter holiday 

Monday 11th April—Staff training morning 8-12pm. Pupil progress meetings with par-

ents in afternoon (1-5pm) 

Tuesday 12th April—Pupils return to school at 8.35am as normal. 

Wednesday 13th April—Parents evening meetings (4-8pm). 

Wednesday 20th April—Whole school photograph at 10am. 

Thursday 21st April—Globe Players performing ‘What you Will’ in school Hall (9.30-

10.30am) Please pay £4.50 via Parent Pay.  

Thursday 19th May—Staff training 1-5pm—no afternoon lessons or clubs. Pupils 

leave at 12. 

Summer Camp—5th-8th July 

Wednesday 13th July—Summer soiree in Quad  

 Globe Players performance 
We are delighted to host the Globe Players theatre company again at 

TKA next term to mark the 400th anniversary of Shakespeare’s death. 

The company will be performing ‘What you Will’ a compilation of 

Shakespeare plays, on Thursday 21st April from 9.30am—10.30am in the 

School Hall. 

The cost of the play is £4.50 to be paid via Parent Pay. Those pupils who 

are eligible will have the payment covered. 

 


